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ISBN: 974-17-6767-6

This research aims at studying the audiences’ influence on the adaptation of
content and characters of the new versions of ‘Phra Aphai Mani’, the reproduction of
the romance of Phra Aphai Mani, presented in popular culture media during 2002-
2003. It also aims at studying the effect of the adaptation of content and characters to
the value of the former version of ‘Phra Aphai Mani’. The researcher has chosen to
study 3 new versions of ‘Phra Aphai Mani’, Aphai Mani Saga, drawing cartoons
influenced by manga, of Nation edutainment company limited [Co.Ltd.], Sudsaakorn,
the animation of Fantasy town Co.Ltd. and The motion picture Phra Aphai Mani
copyright by Right beyond Co.Ltd.

By analyzing the adaptation of content and characters between the former
version and the new ones, it is found that in term of changing the content, the new
versions are appropriately adapted to the nature as well as the trend of the new
narrative styles. In transforming the characters, the new versions keep only the main
characters and nurture the former characters by reinterpret its characters from different
point of view, from Sunthorn Phu’s view, and by cultivating them to the more round
characters, consequently, more genuine. Whilst the audience affects these changes
since they circulate the trend of the new narratives.

As for continuing the value, with reference to content, the new versions remain
only the former major plot: In term of moral, the new versions choose to collect only
some moral form the former version. In doing so, the new versions have been added
contemporary ethic by introducing new situation, never appeared in the former
version. Both of the content and the moral are subject to change according to the
nature and the trend of the new narrative styles. From modern view, post-modern
theory, the new versions establish the original version as everlasting genius literature
works which influence their audience to reread the original one.
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