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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the willingness to pay (WTP) of
people in the Bang Khun Sai sub-district for reducing the impacts of a sea level rise,
from various aspects, by applying the choice experiment technique. Data gathering
was made by interviewing 380 respondents. Sea level rise guidelines were collected
from in-depth interviews of 9 relevant stakeholders, coding and thematic analysis were
then used.

The result revealed that the locals in Bang Khun Sai had the WTP in order
to reduce the impacts of a rising sea level of 830 Baht/person/year, which could be
divided into decreasing the effects from the loss of the mangrove forests and mudflat
areas, the loss of income from pedal board clams, the loss of income from aquaculture,
and reducing the frequency and the duration of flooding at 408, 179, 132 and 111
Baht/person/year, respectively. The WTP had a positive relationship with education,
the comprehension about sea level rise and potential impacts, and the upland dwelling
areas, whereas the salt farm owner and salt carrying had a negative relationship.
Furthermore, the years of living in the concerned areas, income, and being members of
an environmental organization had no relationship with the WTP.

In Bang Khun Sai, reinforcing the saltwater levee, as well as protecting
and maintaining the natural mangrove forest, were the protection guidelines for coping
with a sea level rise. In addition, if there is any establishment of an operational fund in
the future to deal with the impacts of sea level rise in Bang Khun Sai, it is
recommended to use this fund for preventing the loss of mangrove forest and mudflat
areas as the priority.
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