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ABSTRACT

TE131655

The study of Vernacular Houses in the Western Region is designed to seek a better
understanding on the subject matter of domestic nouses of countless people who reside within the vast
green areas of Suphanburi, Nakhon Pathom, Ratchaburi, and Phetchaburi. While the present study is
focused specifically on the ccniext of bamboo pile dweliings which have been built indigenousiy, the
main issues of the study include the settlernents of the people, the architectural characteristics of the
house building, the folk wisdom of the ancients, and the transformation of the house resuiliing from the
modification of various influencing factors.

Methcdoiogically, the study primarily cencentrated on the field survey. Thus, while the use of
historicei documents was undertaken, relevart materials from various house sites were extensively
utilized as the basis for the study. As case studies, 20 houses within 4 provinces were selected as
saﬁﬁples for investigation. Then, they were measured, drawn, and photographed, respectively. Also,
the materials were coilected directly through personal interviews and observations. Subseguently, all
information was qualitatively analyzed based largely upon the basic principles of architecture.

The study has revealed that the relatively flat and fertile area of the western fringe of Thailand,
particularly alongside waterways, has iong been suiteble for many settlements. Garerally, located on
the site with an open area, trees, and a water-well, the bamboo house is constructed on piles at various ‘
heights: the knee level, the waist level, or, in many cases, the head leve!l where the space beneath the
house can be used. With its distinguishung charecteristics, the bamboo piie house can be categorized
roughly into four main styles -the horizonta! shape house, the steep shape house, the bird’'s wing shape
house, and the quadrangle shape house. Even though these domestic houses are temporary in
appearance, they and their built surroundings strongly reflect the deep awareness of ttie vernacular
tradition. In other words, these vernacular houses have developed to fit harmonously not only with the
conditions of natural environment, but also with the needs of the local people. However, since rural
places have continuously transformed and as the traditiona! practices of constructing dwelling houses
have gradually declined, the extinction of these indigenous houses has increasingly become an
expectation, not an exception.

In conclusion, as a visage of the Thai culturat heritage, the vernacular houses is presently known
not only as an architectural work with its own characteristic features and with its sustainable qualities
but also as a suitable place for living. Hence, as far as an attempt to enlarge the stock of knowledge
on the matter of vernacular houses is concerned, the issues for further study in terms of the house sites,
the architectural types of the dwelling houses, and the native inhabitants who build the houses are

suggested.



