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The purposes of this study were (1) to study Social Support and Parenting Characteristics for
single parents with young children (2) to study the relationships between Social Support and Parenting
Characteristics for single parents with young children. The samples of this study were 365 single
parents whose young children were in Bangkok Metropolis schools and single parents with young
children that participated in Family Network Foundation Project. The instruments used in this research
were the demographic data of single parents, the Social Support for Single Parents, the Parenting
Characteristics for Single Parents and the interview of the Social Support and the Parenting
Characteristics for Single Parents. The data were ,then, analyzed by percentage , mean of arithmetic,
standard deviation and Pearson ‘s Product-Moment Correlation.

The results revealed that :

1. The Social Support for single parents with young chiidren was at the average level.
Regarding each type of Social Support : Directive Guidance, Tangible Assistance, Positive Social
Exchange, and Nondirective Support were at the average level.

2. The Parenting Characteristics for Single Parents with young children was at the average
level. Regarding each type of Parenting Characteristics : Parenting Competence, Having Social Activities,
Attachment, Health, Role Flexibility, Emotional State and Spouse Relationship was at the average level.

3. The relationship between the overall Social Support and Parenting Characteristics for single
parents with young children was found to be positively significant at .05. In considering each type of
Social Support , it was found that Nondirective Support and Parenting Characteristics were positively
related at .01 and Positive Social Exchange and Parenting Characteristics were positively related at .05

while Directive Guidance and Tangible Assistance were not correlated to any of the Parenting

Characteristics.
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