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This thesis sets out to examine the successful launch of a new multilateral trade
round during 1999-2001. The study employs the concept of international regime by
Robert O. Keohane as a framework for analysis, and focuses on negotiations between
developed countries and developing countries whereby the former needed to launch a

new round while the latter did not need to do so as urgently.

The study found that the developed countries, particularly, the United State of
America (USA), the European Union (EU) and Japan persuaded developing countries
through various international forums during the period between The Seattle Meeting and
The Doha Meeting to support a new round through promises of their technical
assistance. Furthermore, the launch of a new round was partly achieved by external
circumstances, namely the impact of September 11 and China’s accession to the WTO.
These two events influenced the developing countries to soften their opposition toward
the opening of a new round. In addition, at The Fourth Ministerial Meeting during 9-14
November 2001, the developed countries presented both pressure and concession to
persuade developing countries to go along. Nevertheless, the taunching of a new round
might be a source of failure at the Fifth Ministerial Meeting that took place in Cancun in

2003.



