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This study looks at the socio-economic growth of Muang Songkhla from 1842-
1929. This growth is related to the roles of the Na Songkhla clan and other local Chinese

merchant groups which led to the birth of metropolitan “Songkhla-Hat Yai".

The local history of Muang Songkhla can be divided into 2 periods. The first
period was from 1842-1912. The Na Songkhla clan played an important role in the
growth of Muang Songkhla which had a “semi-independent” economy in the context of
the contributary system and the tax farming system. This made Muang Songkhla
important, as a port city. In this period the local Chinese merchant groups which, at first,
grew by relying on the Na Songkhla clan, gradually came to play an important role in the
growth of Muang Songkhla due to the changes in the economic environmént. As
Singapore and Penang became the centers of trade in South East Asia, Muang
Songkhla became more important as a regional political centre, being the headquarters
of Monthon Nakhon Si Thammarat in 1896. The second period was from 1912-1929,
when the rubber and tin trade expanded, and railways were constructed, bringing about
the growth of Muéng Hat Yai. The local Chinese merchant groups in Muang Songkhla
adjusted their economic activities to suit outside economic trends. This led to the

expansion and the growth of metropolitan “Songkhla-Hat Yai".



