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The main objective of the thesis is to find out whether, according to Theravada
Buddhist ethic, there is a possibility of an ethically permissible euthanasia. The study shows that
despite being considered an absolutistic, Theravada Buddhist ethic gives a significant
consideration for particularities in moral situations. This in turn leads us to a curious conclusion
that, though primarily euthanasia is wrongful, it can, at the same time, be morally permissible.
That is, by applying the concept of intention- kusalamula, and akusalamula- euthanasia should be
considered wrongful. However, it is argued that particularlities in particular cases of euthanasia,
for example, the purposes of the euthanasia, are significant factors determining the degree of
wrongness. This is analogous to cases of suicide mentioned in the Pali Canon, for example,
suicide committed by monks who have achieved higher spiritual developmental state. These cases
were deemed permissible as suicide was considered as a means to prevent a spiritual decline.

In the case of euthanasia, guidelines for incurable patients can be depicted in
Theravada Buddhist ethic. For those with incurable diseases who, at the same time, cause
tremendous amount of suffering and stress to the ones looking after them, rejection of food and
medicine is permissible. On the other hand, those who are responsibie for the above patients,
allowing patients to die is permissible. Thus, it can be concluded at least one case of euthanasia is
morally permissible. That is a passive euthanasia done under the will of the patients and for
reducing the stress and suffering in those looking the patients. The permissibility of euthanasia is
closely connected to the principle of artha (moral advantage) and the concept of death in

Buddhism.



