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This research is aimed at investigating the evolution of Chedis in Thailand that were
built after 1932 in terms of patterns and meaning through a number of Chedis designated as the
object of this study. Previous studies on Chedis indicated that since the reign of King Rama IV,
traditional Chedi construction had shifted from its evolutionary course towards -imitation of
Chedis of the former Thai capitals, namely Sukhothai and- Ayutthaya. However, a landmark
incident in the reign of King Rama VII - the 1932 coup Ej’ctat'— brought about tremendous effects
upon Chedi construction, which apparen-fiy reverted to e;ﬁcient chedis for patterns and designs. In
addition, new Chedis are not built at the royal behest of the kings, but instcad under the patronage
of pious Buddhists, with local monks playing an importaﬁt role in their construction.

The research has reached two conclusions as follows:

i. Meaning. Ry and large, Chedi remains a structure of worship housing the rélics of
thé Lord Buddha and the ashes of late monarchs. However, they aere later built by ordinary folk
to contain the remains of their ancestors. It is also worth noting that.re'plicas of Chedis have been
fashiqned as modem.h’oytel decorations, an_dv in this way they do nc;t reflect their meariing as
Buddhist Chedis.

2. Patterns. After the year 1932, strylés of ancient Chedis, which were symbols of
faith and sanctit‘y, were borrowed and new features, i.c. usage. were added fo create new patterns
causing Chedis to completely. change in function. Small cement replicas were also built by
ordinary people at the temple to keep the remains of their ancestors. Faith and acceptance towards
ancient Chedi prototypes that inspired the creation of contemporary Chedis are usuélly limited
among those closely acquainted with the person whe designs or commissicns the constriction of
Chedis in the temples designated as the objects of study.

This rescarch also found that the new patterns of Chedi embody the concept of creating
a new identity for the structure in the hope of attracting Buddhists to the temple so that they
would practice. Dhamma and make donations for the temple renovation as well as religious

activities, thus reflecting the current context of Thai socicty.



