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ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis Cuttural Environment Conservation on Architecture
: A Case Study on Role of Faculty of Architecture, Rajamangata

University of Technology isan, Nakornratchasima

Author Mr. Somphop Yeejaw-haw
Degree Master of Science (Environmental Management)
Year 2007

The study aims mainly to explore the role of the Faculty of Architecture,
Rajamangala University of Technology Isan, Nakomratchasima regarding its academic
curmiculum related to the conservation of cultural envionment on architecture and to
propose guidelines to help promote the Faculty's role. Data collection methods consist of
secondary data studies, field surveys, in-depth interviews and questionnaires. In-depth
interviews are from sources such as the executives, faculty members, and students in the
Faculty of Architecture, Rajamangala University of Technology Isan, Nakomratchasima as
well as officials from related organizations namely — Ait Regional Office of Fine Arts,
Nakomratchasima; Local Units for Conservation of Natural and Cultural Environment,
Nakomratchasima; The Committee of Isan Architects The Association of Siamese Architects
under Royal Patronage, The Regional Office of Environment, Nakomnratchasima; local
experts and local public. Additional information is from field surveys on jocations posing
cultural environment on architecture within the province of Nakomratchasima.

The findings of the study ind.icate a lack of interest and awareness in
conservation of cultural environment on architecture in Nakomratchasima. This issue is
influenced by shortage of knowledge and understanding about conservation among the
general public, property owners and local administrators. Moreover, co-operation among
units and organization involving with the conservation efforts is scarce. Work operation
suffers such problems as supporting budget and human rescurces. Since the Faculty of

Architecture has not yet produced a significant concrete work that would help establish
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its credibility, its rofe in this field seems diminutive. The curriculum currently used by the
Facuity of Architecture does not emphasize the importance of conservation - neither
through classroom leamning nor extra-curriculum activities to allow faculty members and
students to express their interests freely. In general, the students’ understanding and
attitudes concerning conservation are rated well above average. Factors such as
educational levels, year of admission, years spent In the university, conservation
courses taken, and insights gained through media {with an exception of radio) play an
important part in the students’ levels of understanding and attitudes.

The analysis of the findings has arrived at suggestions to promote the Faculty of
Architecture’s role in cultural environment on architecture in various aspects including
the revision of its curriculum and conservation projects. and activities for the students,
academic and technical services for the general public, organizations and local
segments, contribution in conservation efforts based on its dapacity. Role promotion
may begin first on campus and later expand into surrounding communities. Other
exertions include research and development of knowledge base and traditional wisdom,
establishment of conservation network and providing co-ordination center for local
organizations. _

In conclusion, cultural environment on architecture calls for support and
participation of ali relevant parties — contributing their expertise and skills in the areas
suitable for their capacities in order to -churn out the best results from their conservation
efforts. The Faculty of Architecture, Rajamangala University of Technology [san,
Nakornratchasima should enhance its capacity to pave way for its involvement and
academic roles so that conservation plans can achieve its goal successfully and

effectively.
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