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The objective of this study was to investigate the expression of CD44s, CD44v5, and CD44v6 in
biopsy specimens and saliva from oral lichen planus (OLP) patients. Thirty one patients with
OLP and 30 healthy subjects were enrolled in this study. Immunohistochemical methods were
used to detect the expression of CD44 isoforms in biopsy specimens. Levels of soluble CD44
isoforms in saliva were measured by ELISA. The levels of salivary CD44s, and CD44v5 from
OLP were significantly higher than those from controls. Expression of CD44v6 in bicpsy
specimens from OLP was significantly different in comparison to controls. These results
indicated an altered expression of CD44 isoforms in oral mucosal tissues and saliva of OLP.
Moreover, there were significant correlations between the levels of salivary CD44s and the
expression of CD44s in biopsy specimens of OLP. In summary, this study demonstrated

evidence for the implication of CD44 isoforms in the pathogenesis of OLP.





