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The objective of this thesis is to study the content and form of the great
Vietnamese epic poem Thuy Kiéu. by Nguyén Du, especially to analyze the images

and the roles of Viethamese women.

The study shows that the literary value of 777u3/ Kiéu lie in its choric of words
and its profound intertextuality. In addition. its captivating melody is derived from its use
of the Luc ba’t prosody. famous for its unique quality to represent Vietnam. 1o the
extent that it is called “the respiration of the Vietnamese” This exceptional prosody is

especially appropriate for describing the Vietnamese way of life.

777u3/ Kiéu reflects three main images of the Vietnamese women. First.
it manifests the image of Vietnamese women in the Confucian practice called
“Tam T(\)ng". which views women in three roles. when a daughter. she must obey
her father: when a wife. she must obey her husband: and when a mother. she must
obey her son. Secondly. Viethamese women bear the responsibilities for maintaining
their families and society: the poet admires the women who thirk of this responsibility

before themselves. The last main feature of Vietnamese women is the courage to face

their destiny.



