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Abstract

This study aims to explore impacts of urbanisation on environmental aspects and
public participation in environmental management, particularly in the case of university towns.
Klong Nong Lek Community located nearby Naresuan University was selected as a case study
for carrying out this research.

Findings from this study reveal that the urban sprawls of university towns have led to
environmental change common to the process of urbanisation. Expansion of built-up areas
and a reduction of agricultural and green lands are obvious evidence, particularly along
corridors of roads. However, the sprawls of the university town have specific characteristics, as
they are places condensed with a higher number of students. Therefore, most buildings,
business, and services were invested in for students’ needs. Moreover, the study shows that
the decline in environmental quality not only results from unfriendly sprawls of the university
town, but also from the lack of environmental planning and management. Environmental
degradation in Klong Nong Lek Community is not the responsibility of any one single
organisation to deal with. The study maintains that public participation can be a solution.

This study suggests that everybody should participate in managing Klong Nong Lek
environment, namely, the public, the university sector, and the community sectors. There are
three approaches for achieving and carrying out this process in long run. Firstly, environmental
management should be considered in holistic and integrated ways. Secondly, people’s
awareness of environments should be enhanced. Finally, the process of participation should

be driven and developed for more a participatory future.

Keyword: Impacts of Urbanisation, Urban Environmental Management, Public Participation,

Naresuan University, Klong Nong Lek
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