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The objective of this experiment was to study the use of soybean pod husk (SPH)
and rice straw (RS) as roughage source in lactating cows ration. Four crossbred Holstein
Friesian cows with initial weight 420+30.4 kg and day in milk 80+5 days were allotted to
receive one of four dietary treatments; 1) separate feeding (SF) containing SPH and RS as
roughage source at 20: 20% 2) total mixed ration (TMR) containing SPH and RS ratio at
30:10% (TMR1) 3) total mixed ration containing SPH and RS ratio at 20:20% (TMR2)
and 4) total mixed ration containing SPH and RS ratio at 10:30% (TMR3). All dietary
treatments contained similar crude protein (14%) and energy (2.5 Mcal ME/kgDM). The
experiment was carried out according to a 4x4 Latin square design and each period lasted
for 21 days.

The results showed that dry matter intake (%BW and g/kgBW"'"), digestion
coefficients, milk urea nitrogen and metabolizable energy intake were not significantly
different (P> 0.05) among dietary treatments. Method of feeding and level of SPH and RS
as roughage source did not affect characteristics of ruminal fermentation. Ruminal pH and
temperature, volatile fatty acid, NH,—N and blood urea nitrogen were similar. However,
nutrient intakes such as CP, NDF and fat, ruminal pH and milk composition of cow given
SF were the lowest (P< 0.05) as compared to those of cows given TMR. Furthermore, dry
matter intake (14.4 kg/d) were significantly lower (P<0.05) in SF that in TMR1, TMR2
and TMR3 (16.2, 16.3 and 15.7 kg/d, respectively). Consequently, milk yield of cows
given SF (10.3 kg/d) were lower (P<0.05) than that of cows given TMR1, TMR2 and
TMR3 (11.6, 11.7 and 11.6 kg/d, respectively). Milk income in cows given SF (110.6
baht/d) was lower than that of cows given TMR1, TMR2 and TMR3 (125.4, 124.4 and
125.1 baht/d, respectively) (P<0.05). It is therefore concluded that the use of SPH and
RS as a roughage source at ratio 20:20 in TMR for lactating cows producing 10-15

milk/d is optimal.





