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The objectives of this study are to collect data about the relationship between the location of
temples and communities, their layout planning and the architectural characteristics of each building
type, including Ubosot, Stupa, Sala-rongtham and Gudi at 36 temples in 7 districts in Nakhon
Ratchasima, or Korat. The method of study is divided into 3 phases. Firstly, data is collected from
documents about geology and the history of Korat, from interviews about history of each temple and
local beliefs, from field surveys and measures of the selected buildings. The data is then analysed based
on architectural characteristics. Finally, this information is used to design Wat Thungsumrit, Phimai
District.

According to building characteristic analysis, most of the temples consist of three main
buildings; Ubosot, Sala-rongtham and Gudi. A Stupa is only found at the important temples. The location
of the three main buildings is amranged in a triangle, following the local belief that no building can
overstep the Ubosot or fall under its shadow. Architecturally the Ubosot and Stupa are important
structures that represent the national architectural style. The Ubosot in ancient Korat city was built in the
late Ayutthaya architectural style that were brought from the ancient capital. However, local beliefs and
different craftsmanship of the many different groups that migrated to Korat, especially from the northeast,
have affected proportions and architectural elements. These were eliminated, deviated or changed from
the original and evolued into a new style that combined the Central and Isan, or northeast styles. The
Stupas are divided into 3 types, the bell shape, Rattanakosin style and Isan style. But the architectural
characteristics of the Sala-rongtham and Gudi are not follow national influences like the Ubosot and
Stupa. Because these are built to serve functions from local culture, activities and the relationship
between the temple and the community, they are all very similar. These will change somewhat according
to economic and social conditions.

In conclusion, the study implies that contemporary Thai architecture is the application of local
architectural style, combined with the modern design concepts and new technologies, which can be a
guide line for developing the local architecture in Nakhon Ratchasima in the future.
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