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KEY WORD: EARLY CHILDHOOD CARIES / ORAL HEALTH BEHAVIOR / PRESCHOOL CHILDREN /

# # 4576106032 : MAJOR PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

CROSS-SECTIONAL STUDY / DENTAL CARIES
THANANAN PETCHWIJIT : FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH EARLY CHILDHOOD

CARIES : A STUDY OF 18-36-MONTH-OLD BUDDHIST AND MUSLIM THAI
CHILDREN IN THA SALA DISTRICT, NAKHON SI THAMMARAT PROVINCE.
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF.WACHARAPORN TASACHAN, THESIS
COADVISOR : DR.PATITA BHURIDEJ, 146 pp. ISBN 974-17-6514-2.

The objectives of the present study were to investigate the relationship between
behavioral factors, psychological factors, social factors and early childhood caries
(ECC), and to study the variation of dental caries status and oral health behavior among
18-36-month-old Buddhist and Muslim Thai children in Tha Sala district, Nakhon Si
Thammarat province. Data were collected from mothers/caregivers by using cross-
sectional structured questionnaires, and dental examination records were obtained from
children who participated in the study.

The results showed that the prevalence of ECC among 256 children from study
areas was 69.5% with mean dmfs of 8.99 + 10.63. No significance was found in dental
caries status between Buddhist and Muslim Thai children at significant level 0.05.
Muslim Thai children tended to have more inappropriate oral health behavior than
Buddhist Thai children. The final multivariate analysis showed that the prevalence of
ECC was significantly associated with age of child (p<0.001), frequency of night-time
feeding (p<0.001), caretaker's oral health education (p<0.001), child's daily tooth
brushing (p<0.05) and child's cooperation in tooth cleaning (p<0.05). In the final model
of dmfs, the variables significantly associated with dmfs level were age of child
(p<0.001), child's daily tooth brushing (p<0.01), child's falling asleep during feeding

(p<0.01), child's consumption of sweet drinks in bottle (p<0.05) and sweet score

(p<0.05).
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