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The objective of this research is to examine the economic impact of higher educational
institutions on the communities in the northern Bangkok extended area in terms of income
generators and multipliers, and also other impacts caused by the economic impact. The research
classifies the study area into 4 major zones : (1) communities in which the universities are located;
(2) the northem Bangkok extended area; (3) Bangkok Metropolitan area; and (4) others regions of
Thailand. |

The research employs field survey to collect data on spending patterns through structured
interview on 3 target groups, i.e. , students , staffs , and local residents. Employing the economic
base analysis, the impacts are calculated by applying Value Added Ratio from 1998 Input-Output
Table to find out the generated income, and multipliers. The other impacts on various activities and
land use in local communities caused by the economic impact are also investigated.

The research results reveal that higher educational institutions and related activities in the
northern Bangkok extended area are concentrated on the major transportation routes : Paholyothin
Road and Rangsit - Nakhon Nayok Road. The industry, housing, and higher education have
generated other economic activities in this area, thus influencing the development of the northern
Bangkok extended area. The areas with highest economic impact in terms of income generated,
are Rangsit district, Bangkok and the local communities. The spending categories which generate
highest income to the communities are expenses for accommodation, food, grocery, and
entertainment. Other impacts on the local communities caused by the economic impact are : (1)
the formation of disorderly commercial and residential areas, especially areas adjacent to the

universities; (2) mixed land use by various economic activities; and (3) the disorganized traffic in

the area.
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