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##4478118938 : MAJOR DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY

KEY WORD : TEMPERAMENT / TWINS
HATHAICHAT WANGPAISIT : TEMPERAMENTAL DIFFERENCES IN IDENTICAL
AND FRATERNAL TWINS. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. PANRAPEE
SUITHIWAN, 109 pp. ISBN 974-53-1628-8.

The purpose of this research was to study the temperamental differences in
identical and fraternal twins. The participants were 20 pairs of same-sexed twins: 10 pairs
of identical twins and 10 pairs of fraternal twins. They were 3-6 years of age from

kindergartens in Bangkok.

The instruments were the Behavioral Style Questionnaire (McDevitt & Carey,
1978) and the Zygosity Questionnaire (Peeters, Gestel, Vlietinck, Derom, & Derom, 1998).

The data were analyzed by Pearson product moment correlation and Z-test.

Result of the study indicates genetic influence on temperament. The results are as

follows:

1. ldentical twins demonstrate significantly higher intrapair correlations for the

temperament than fraternal twins (Z = 2.29, p <.05).

2. Five categories of temperament demonstrate significantly higher intrapair
correlations that identical twins than fraternal twins: Intensity of reaction
(Z = 3.49, p <.01), Approach or withdrawal (Z = 3.03, p <.01), Activity levei
(Z=2.81, p <.01), Quality of mood (Z = 2.65, p <.01), and Adaptability
(Z = 2.34, p <.05). However, there was no difference in Rhythmicity category

between identical twins and fraternal twins.




