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The dissertation represents the first national effort to examine the principles of
higher education during Rattanakosin Period covering 222 years (1782-2004 A.D.).

A quantitative approach was used to ascertain a taxonomy of principles in a
conclusive comparison with universal principles, leading to the identification of
evolutionary strains. The data originated from 794 documents accessible in Thailand
during the years 2001-2004.

The method of exploration includes content analysis focusing on philosophical,
administrative, student affairs and curriculum and instruction. Culmination of 622
principles is presented in a taxonomy, which is recorded digitally in CD-ROM retrievable
by Microsoft Access 2002 XP. Connoisseurship Model of Evaluation was utilized in
confirming the outcome validity and reliability. The conclusive comparison is shown in a
table while the evolutionary strains are illustrated in five tree diagrams.

Drawing from historical contexts, four subperiods are concluded, namely, (1)
Primary Rattanakosin (Rama I-IIT) (1782-1851): Laying the comerstone; (2) Second
Ratanakosin (Rama IV-V) (1851-1910): Enlightenment, (3) Third Rattanakosin (Rama
VI-VIII) (1910-1946): Principle-orientedness and (4) Fourth Rattanakosin (Rama IX)
(1946-2004) : Excellence Derivation.

Social, economic, political, educational history relevant to higher education serves
as a conceptual framework through which a taxonomy of principles is created resulting in
four main categories and twenty-four topics.

The comparative data indicate that Rattanakosin’s principles of higher education
are aligned with the universal counterparts. The closest proximity found are academic
freedom, university missions, comprehensiveness and student holistic development.

From a synthesis of study results, suggestions emerge regarding historical lessons
as prerequisites in guiding present and future endeavors of higher education in Thailand.



