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##4480116822 :MAJOR THAI
KEY WORD: MON /SPIRIT - DANCE / FOLKLORE / WEKHARAO / THAILAND
CHOMCHANOK SONGMITR : SPIRIT - DANCE RITUAL OF THE MON THAIS :
SIGNIFICANCE AND ROLE IN CULTURAL TRANSMISSION. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC. PROF. SIRAPORN NATHALANG, 136 pp. ISBN 974-17-6749-8.
The objective of this thesis is to collect data about the Mon rituals that have perfonnanc}a:t? a(s) ax? eZegial
element. The researcher collected field data about social environment and Mon culture in Wekharao Village in Phra
Pradaeng District with the focus on the elements of the spirit-dance ritual which can be used to identify ethnic

identity. The significance and the role of the spirit-dance ritual of the Mon-Thais are analyzed in their social content.

Since contemporary Mon people have more contact with Thai people in many ways such as by trading, by
schooling or by intenmarriage, the beliefs and the rituals concemning spirits have reduced their roles in Mon society.
The researcher points out that only the ancestral spirit-dance ritual which is annually held after Songkran Festival
still persists and still represents Mon ethnic identity. This ritual communicates that the spirit dancers dance to invite
Chao-Pho, Chao-Mae, Mon ancestral spirits, and their attendants to be present in the ceremony and to accept the
gratitude of the villagers, while the dance of Chao-Pho and Chao-Mae through the medium conveys the meaning
that they will protect the villagers and wish them luck and success in work. The cultural identities of the Mons
which can be seen in the spirit-dance ritual are as follows: the Mon language, the Mon-style of the dance
movements, the costumes of dancers and participants, the Mon musical band, food, the flags and the flying 4ongsa
emblem that are put up all around the village on that day. The spirit-dance ritual plays an important role to the Mon-
Thais in many aspects. It confirms the Mon ethnic awareness ; it emphasizes the belief in the same Mon origin
through the common Mon ancestors and the kinship relations. The study shows that 83% of the participants are
Thais of Mon origin who are not only the villagers of Wekharao Village, but also those from other provinces.

Therefore, the spirit-dance ritual plays an important role in uniting the Thais of Mon origin and in maintaining the

Mon cultural identity.
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