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The purpose of this study is to assess the role of ASEAN in the Post Cold War.
By examining the two newly created ASEAN institutional mechanisms namely, ASEAN
Regional Forum (ARF) and ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA), this study aims to show that
ASEAN remains relevant and important in the maintenance of peace and stability in the

region and Asia-Pacific as a whole.

The main hypothesis is that ASEAN adjustment through the creation of new
institutional mechanisms is the crucial factor in enhancing its role as a regional
organization committed to intensifying cooperation among the member countries in the

changing international context.
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