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fﬁis-thesis is a study of lawsuits in Rangsit District during 1890-1914 when the
wasteland in this area was developed into a large paddy field by the Siam Canals Land
and Irrigation Company. In addition to change in its physical landscape, such a grand
scheme of land development also affected the landscape of social relatioris. The area
soon attracted people in thousands of varied backgrounds to settle down. Unique land
rental system emerged. Economic expansion and economic opportunity that came with
it as well as the mitigation of the traditional patron-client relationship eventually led to the
proliferation of conflicts and crimes of all kinds. It was in this somewhat chaotic situation
that the state had to move in and restore law and order through the imposition of judicial
process and the implementation of administration measures.
Lawsuits in this area included land right contests, petty and violent crimes,
conflicts over the rights to use water, etc. These lawsuits and conflicts stemmed largely

from the varied social backgrounds of settlers and the unique land rental system.



