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## 4578118038 : MAJOR COUNSELING PSYCHOLOGY

KEYWORD : TRAUMA/ FIRE VICTIMS/ STRESS COPING/ CRISIS
TIERAJUTHA  JARASYOTHINNUWAT: TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE OF THE FIRE
VICTIMS: A CASE STUDY OF A COMMUNITY IN BANG-YI-KHAN DISTRICT. THESIS
ADVISOR : ASST.PROF. KANNIKAR NOLRAJSUWAT, Ed.D., 145 pp. ISBN 974-53-
1372-6

This study aimed to examine the traumatic experiences of the fire victims residing in a community
of Bang-Yi-Khan district during the fire. The qualitative research and inquiry method was the means to
access and explore the experiences from the emic view. Data collection was conducted via open-ended
semi-structure interview with 8 key informants and complementary interviewees for additional data. Content
and context analyses were used for data analyzing. Themes were grouped into 3 categories: Pre-post
experiences; coping; and trauma recovery.

The major findings include:

1) During the fire, the victims perceived the situation as threat and assessed their ability to control.
In dealing with shock, panic and stress, various defense mechanisms; coping; and fight- flight reaction were
reported. Some victims, ab.e to maintain their consciousness, properly responded to the crisis.

2) After fire, loss caused traumatic experiences among the victims resulting in physical and mental
changes. Changes in families were noticeable, i.e, stressful atmosphere; but more harmony and support
was found.

3) The victims used several coping strategies to gain their equitibrium and recovery, i.e., reality
acceptance, being at presence, learning from crisis, and realizing meaningful part of experiences.

Final conclusion and discussion focused on the cycle of the fire and its impacts, the prominent
issues on coping strategies and recovery. Suggestions on implications in counseling, future researches and

crisis intervention were presented.
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