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The purposes of this research were to study: 1) socio-economic backgrounds of the farmers;
2) Nile tilapia cage culture as practiced by the farmers, problems faced, and extension services the
farmers received; 3) factors affecting decision making on Nile tilapia cage culture as perceived by
the farmers; and 4) comparison on factors affecting decision making of Nile tilapia cage culture
of the farmers with different backgrounds. A total of i52 tilapia raising farmers in Khon Kaen
were randomly selected for this study through multistage sampling technique. The data were
collected during February — June 2006 by using interview schedule and analysed by the SPSS for
Windows computer prograim.

It was found that 67.1 percent of the farmers were males: with average age of 46 years old,
average household member of 5.1 persons, family labors of 3.4 persons. Seventy two percent of
the farmers were members of the fish culture farmer group. They had average annual income of
177,922.00 baht, out of this 110,600.00 baht were derived from fish culture. However, 67.1
percent of the farmers lent money from the bank for investment and still had average outstanding
amount of 122,490.00 baht indébted. The majority of the Nile tilapia cage culture farmers reared
the fishes in the river, approximately 3.4 km. from homes. They had 3.4 years experience in Nile
tilapia cage culturé. The structure of the cage was mostly made from metal bars and wrapped by
the net, with the size of 16 square meters. Stocking rate was 33.8 fish/ cubic meter. The fish were
fed 3 times a day with the formulated ration. The average weight of a fish at tiﬁe of harvesting
was 841.4 grams. The important problems faced by the farmers included: 1) the farmers did not
know how to prepare the cage; 2) fish feeds were expensive; and 3) the number of farmers rearing

fish in each reservoir was restricted.

Factors ‘affecting farmers’ decision making on Nile tilapia cage culture included: 1) fish
culture was perceived as an income generating activity; 2) the rivers or reservoirs were not far
from home; 3)-income derived from fish culture was quite steady and sustained; 4) fish culture
could be done all year round; and 5) there were markets for the fishery products. Farmers with
different age, family labors, and distance between home and the rivers rated differently on factors

affecting their decision on Nile tilapia cage culture.





