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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this qualitative research were to study the dynamic of Mekong natural
resources management and the Mekong community’s accessible and controlling right to the
natural resources. The study employed various methods including documentary and field
researches, such as in-dept interviewing, participatory and non-participatory observations. The
key informants involved local specialists, community members and steak holders in the
community’s natural resources. The study focused on the community in Phaluka Village, Chanod
Sub-district, Wanyai District, Mukdahan Province.

The research findings found that the community near the Mekong River Bank in the
studied area had dynamic of natural resource management of community by classifying into 3
periods: 1) the period of settlement (the beginning of settlement-1961), it was the period with
fertile natural resources, the villagers could access and control the natural resources by the
agreements of community. The management of their natural resources of community was
depended on the nature. There was the natural resource use as for living. But, the valuable
natural resources of that period were used as royal gifts and going to render service for the major
province or Mukdahan Province in order to refer to the central area or Bangkok, 2) the period of
pink village under the developmental plan (1962-1985), it was the period with not as fertile as in
the former time since the first period including the use of natural resources to outside more.
Besides, the villagers were not able to access and control the natural resources in their own
community since the entering of outside trend both of development and control of natural
resources from government sector and political and governmental changes of the nearby countries

became influencing natural resource management of community, and 3) the period of providing



a concession in evacuating sand (1986-present), it was the period of natural resource condition
especially in the Makong River and natural resources at the bank were not sufficient with the
needs of people in community. The villagers less depended on natural resources. The limited
natural resources affected the determination of agreement with each other in the access and
control of natural resources since the national development in the former period focusing on the
economic growth development. As a result, the building industrial fully expanded. The need for
sand was increasing. It quickly affected the expansion of sand landing until the area with
potentiality of producing the sand product was gone to render service by business group even in
the area of doing for a living of community.

For the right of access and control of natural resources, it was classified into 2 groups: 1)
the right to access, control, and use for benefit of natural resources in the area the Makong River
Bank including the lawful and descended agreement of the land of the Makong River Bank
according to tradition, and 2) the right to access, control, and use for benefit from natural
resources in the Makong River, it included the formal agreement as the implementation of passing
the bill, cooperating and communicating through people in community by system of
representative or leader group in community. For the informal agreement, it consisted of the
agreement with the sand evacuation in direct way including the sand evacuation within the
specific time, showering water on the street, allowing villagers in the village use sand for benefit
without any expense, bargaining for people in the village could have side line occupation,
bargaining for the community support in traditional good deeds by the budget and things, and
indirect agreement through the procéss by using village history. For the agreement of fishing, it
consisted of the organization of access system in natural resources by the community order of rule
and principle for justice access. It was “Sao Luang” and “Kao Khiw Lai Mong”. For the
agreement of belief, it consisted of the belief in ancient province, the belief in Naka, the belief in

“San Poo Ta”, or miraculous things in community forest.



