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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate 1) certain socio-economic conditions of
the project participants, 2) performance, exploitation, and problem arising from project operation,
3) residents' opinions towards project operation, and 4) comparisons of opinions towards project
operation. The subjects were categorized according to numbers of family members, size of land
possession, annual cash income, and labor migration of family members. The samples for this
study were 156 participants with participating in the project in fiscal year 2000 and revived in the
year 2005. The data were collected using interview schedules as tool, analyzed by the Statistical
Package for the Social Science ( SPSS for Windows) and expressed in frequency, percentage,
maximum, minimum, means, standard deviation, t-test value and F-test value and Scheffe’ test.

The results of the study, most of the subjects were male with average age of 47.7 years,
The majority of them completed primary education, married, and living with their spouse. The
major occupation was agriculture, average household members of 4.7, and 79.5 per cent of the
participants were appointed in the community positions. 67.9 per cent of the participants were not
migrated. An average distance of their residence far from the community forest was 1.7 km. They
possessed agriculture land at an average of 19.4 rais in the form of title deed. The average
household income per year was 101,314.42 baht, and an average household debt was 76,243.59
baht, 55.8 per cent of the participants were loaned from the Bank for Agriculture and
Cooperatives.

From the project operation, it was revealed that most of the participants followed
principles, steps and procedures of the project in 3 items: 1) public relations of the project; 2)
project management; and 3) activity operation on community forest management. Regarding to

community forest uses, the residents mainly collected food, i.e. mushroom, wild vegetables,



.insects and insect egg. The problems found from the project operation included, namely,
insufficiency of budget, materials, equipment, other facilities, and low survival rate of plant
growth,

The subjects’ opinions towards the project operation found that they strongly agreed to
2 issues as follows: 1) public relations and 2) community forest management. There were 2
issues that they agreed as follows: 1) project management; and 2) formulation of rules,
regulations and instructions of community forest management. Comparisons of participants’
opinions towards project operation for testing of hypotheses: The four hypotheses were
formulated as follows: The subjects with different variables, namely, household numbers,
household  agricultural land holding, annual average household incomes, and migration of
household members have no different opinions in operation of community forest. As results of

testing proven that all 4 — hypotheses were rejected.



