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The critical ethnographic study on which this paper is based aimed at exploring the cultural
meaning of mod look yawn in slum community of Isaan context. I question to the purely bio—medical
knowledge of caring women with mod look yawn, which ignore women’s perspective into consideration
and I believe in diversity of knowledge which uses to care mod look yawn women. The study was
designed to contribute to restructure health care services by empowering women and ensuring that their
voices are heard, thereby facilitating action and change at individual, social and political levels. The
study was undertaken in an urban slum community, Khon Kaen municipal area, during June, 2604 to
December, 2005. Twenty women who had experienced mod look yawn participated as key informants.
The multiple methods; participant observation, interview, field note, focus group discussion, photography
and documentation were used to gather data. Content analysis was applied to the data, with a focus on
subjective interpretation. ;

The study indicates that the meaning of mod look yawn known by the women in slum
community is beyond the meaning of mod look yawn in biomedical term. It is viewed as biomedical and
cultural meaning as following; 1) Having degree of severity, knowing the causes, and having warning
sings. 2) Women’s identity is shaken. 3) H'é;/ing physical, mental and social suffering. 4) Feeling
embarrassed and, 5) Care is a personal concern due to contradiction of culture and health care service.

The knowledge gained from this research could be a significant contribution to help setting up a

health care policy, and redesigning health care services for women with mod Jook yawn in Isaan slum

communities.





