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ABSTRACT A0 125

The objectives of this qualitative study were to: 1) determine the content of
woman social roles and language use in Thai folk songs; 2) explore the paradigm of woman social
in Thai folk songs; and 3) crate the meaning of woman social roles in Thai folk songs. Purposive
sampling was used to obtain the Thai folk song samples sung by male and female singers during
2001-2010. Indeed, remixed old songs were excluded in this study. The 20 Thai folk song
samples in this study were those ranked as forever popular songs by www.365jukebox.com.
Results of the study revealed the following:

With regards to the determination of woman social roles in Thai folk songs in
terms of family role, it could be divided into 4 roles: wife, minor wife, mother and daughter. In
terms of economic role, women usually are hired workers or workforce. For educational role,
women are students. Language used in Thai folk songs can be classified into 2 kinds: verbal and
nonverbal languages. The former refers to expression or wording found in spoken language
whereas the latter refers to melody and rhythm (slow moderate and fast)

Three factors effecting the paradigm of woman social roles in Thai folk songs
widely accepted in the country were: mainstream paradigm and current paradigm choice,
capitalism system and consumerism society.

Three sources for the creation of the meaning of woman social roles in Thai folk
songs were: 1) content determination: implying that men were superior than women in all aspects;
women have no chance to oppose men; women must surrender men in all aspects; women are
confined in their houses; and women are suffered from men. 2) there is unity in using verbal and
nonverbal languages; that is it cannot be separated in Thai folk songs. 3) the paradigm derives
from 3 aspects: mainstream paradigm and current paradigm choice, capitalism system and

consumerism society.
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