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The purpose of the present study were to investigate the prevalence and risk factors of abuse
and neglect and other behaviors at risk among school-age children in Khon Kaen Province, as
perceived by care-takers, teachers, and community leaders. The study also investigated the
effects of abuse and neglect on children, and the methods that would be used in dealing with the
problem by the children, care-takers, teachers and community leaders. The samples were
randomly selected from children and care-takers that completed the questionnaires, and focus
group discussions among the representatives of children, care-takers, teachers, and community
leaders. The sample consisted of 3,105 school-age children and 3,085 guardians. The validity of
the questionnaire was tested by using Spearman rank correlation coefficiency (r=0.59 — 0.92 in
each group) and Chonbach’s alpha coefficiency (alpha = 0.81 - 0.99).

Data were collected between March and September 2006 and were analyzed by using
” descriptive statistics. The results of the study showed that the mean age of the children was 13.7
years, and 42.4 years for the care-takers. Seventy-seven percent of children reported having risk
behaviors, and 62.7 percent reported abuse and neglect. Whilst the care-takers reported that
59.8% of children had risk behaviors and 46.5%, were abused and neglected. The prevalence of 6
aspects of risk behaviors according the perceptions of children and care-takers were emotion &
functional (65.8% and 46.7%), sexual behaviors (6.8% and 4.5%), gambling and illicit drugs
abuse (24.1% and 14.4%), friendships (36.0% and 19.1%), education (44.1% and 23.8%), and
social behaviors (8.5% and 3.6%). The prevalence of 4 aspects of child abuse and neglect
acéording the perceptions of children and care-takers were physical abuse (41.1% and 23.8%),
psychological abuse (45.3% and 30.9%), sexual abuse (29.0% and 22.0%), and child neglected
(6.5% and 8.5%).

The results also found that all aspects of behaviors at risk of school-age children

significantly associated with abuse and neglect. The study also found that perceptions on
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behaviors at risk, risk behaviors that already occurred, and problem solving methods of school-
age children were significant different from those of care-takers. However, there was no
- significant difference between school-age children’s perceptions and care-takers’ perceptions on

problem solving methods, and required support for child abuse and neglect.

In addition, children had higher mean scores than care-takers in opinions toward behaviors
at risk ( X= 12.59, 10.53), risk behaviors that already occurred (X =3.71,2.34), past child abuse
and neglect (X = 2.58, 1.62), and problem solving methods (X =4.11, 3.87). On the other
hand, children had lower mean scores than care-takers in management strategies (X =931,
9.99) and support services (X = 2.71, 2.61). The lower mean scores of children meant that
school-age children really exhibited the behaviors, and they knew about risk behaviors more than
their parents/ care-takers. ~ Moreover, the study found that there was a significant negative
correlation in problem solving methods for abuse and neglect, among children and care-takers (r
= 02 and r = -.02). Eleven predictors of child abuse were found. These included educational
level; ways of the child had been brought up; gender; father’s risk history; parents’ personality;
illicit drug use; community isolation; family relationship; child’s self worth; and parent’s
occupation.

In relation to factors associated with abuse, teachers and community leaders reported the
following factors: perceptions of children and parents/ care-takers; conditions of the family;
abuser’s intentions; danger and injuries; law and moral. Abuse had negative effects on children,
caregivers, and society. Parents, teachers, community leaders, and related organizations should

provide assistance to abuse victims, and prevent the abuse, by working collaboratively.





