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Abstract

Beetles boring in the wood of rubber trees (Hevea brasiliensis Muell. Arg.) at sawmills in the
eastern region of Thailand and the arca around the Gulf of Thailand were investigated. Ten species of
powder post beetles in the family Bostrichidae, and eleven species of bark and ambrosia beetles belonging
to the curculionid subfamilies Platypodinae and Scolytinae were captured. The beetles infesting
rubberwood sawn timber were dominated by the powder post beetles, with two dominant species,
Sinoxvion unidentatum {(37.99%) and Sinoxylon anale (26.43%), and two sub-dominant species,
Heterobostrychus aequalis (12.45%) and Dinoderus minutus (F.} {11.72%). Other members of these
families, and ambrosia beetles (Platypodinae and Scolytinae) had only unimportant roles in sawn timber
infestation, except in Chumpern province where a high number of ambrosia beetles were captured. In
contrast to the rubber sawn timber, platypodine ambrosia beetles had an important role in the infestation
of rubber logs in piles, dominating rubber log infestation with 91.5% of counted insect. A high number of

one particular invasive species, Euplatypus parallelus, was found in most rmabber log infestations, with
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85% of all beetles caught. The shortest exposure times in which the wood was infested by E. parallelus

were 24 hours in newly sawn timber and 48 hours in piled rubber logs.



