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Abstract

The objectives of the Research of Musical Culture of Tai Yai in Shan State are to study Tai Yai's
musical culture in various aspects which are the playing of Klong Kon Yao (a kind of long drum), Klong
Mong Soeng (a kind of two-headed drum), string instruments, percussion instruments, and wind
instruments; rituals and beliefs in the teaching of Tai Yai's music; symbols and meanings of Tai Yai's
instruments. From the study of Tai Yai's musical culture in playing Klong Kon Yao, Klong Mong Soeng,
and string instruments, it is found that Klong Kon Yao is beaten in syncopation with Mong gong . Klong
Kon Yao is mainly beaten with open hands to produce the loud sound "poeng." Accompanied the Toh
Dance, the melodies of Klong Kon Yao are found to be diminished, while accompanied Kaa Pan Klong
Dance they are found to be diminished and the beats broken into rapid succession. In this field research,
Klong Mong Soeng is not found. As to string instruments, Tor Yor Horn played in Jaad Tai band is
analyzed and found that the instrument is mostly played in "syncopation" style.Traditional techniques in
playing TorYor Horn concern finger using in various ways which are finger pressing repeatedly, finger
pressing and drawing, finger scrubbing, finger trilling and fluttering in three melodic syllables. To play
with scrubbing finger is to stress an on-beat and often used in a prelude preceding the singing melody. This
research found two kinds of percussion instruments: Mong Wang, a set of gongs strung in rows similar to
Khong Wong, Thai semicircle set of gongs; and Patana, a kind of xylophone similar to Thai iron
xylophone. Played in accompany with Jaad Tai band, the Mong Wang is used to proceed a melody
rhythmically, a role important to singers and dancers. Patana is once used in Jaad Tai band but hardly
found nowadays. The drum tempos used in Jaad Tai band are called Shao Long Pad and consisted of 12
beats which can be separated into three types according to their usages: instrumental beats, beats playing in
accompany with dancing and performances, and beats playing during intervals. As for rituals and beliefs
concerning the culture of music teaching, it is found that Tai Yai passes on their traditional music orally
and learners sometimes learn the music by observing and memorising the experts' techniques and practise
themselves. Concerning rituals, Klong Kon Yao's artists do not perform the ceremony of paying homage to
teachers while Jaad Tai's artists do the ceremony at their performance stage. A ritual of drinking water
immersed with mystic symbol written on mulberry paper (Sa) is also found and is meant to pay homage to
a certain teacher goddess named Surasati. The ritual shows integrated beliefs between the traditional
animism and Buddhism which is the main religion in Tai Yai ways of life. The study of symbols and
meanings of Klong Kon Yao in Si Por Province discovers 62 such drums with importance in history, ritual
relating, as perfect proportion models, and as providers of perfect sounds. It is found that Klong Kon
Yao's drum shell is made of wood from auspicious tree, its drum head made of skins of cow and serow
which are considered auspicious animals in Shan state. Symbols decorated on Klong Kon Yao are

geometric shapes and natural designs and its colors are related to the colors of Shan State flag.
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