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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the basic social and
economic characteristics of baby corn farmers in the study area; 2) to study their
selling methods; 3) to study their baby corn production management; 4) to compare
the average yield per rai (1 rai = 1,600 m?) and the average income of farmers who
passed GAP certification (herein called GAP-farmers) and farmers who were not
GAP certified (herein called non-GAP farmers) and 5) to study problems of baby corn
production management.

The population was two groups of baby corn farmers in Kamphaeng Saen
District of Nakhon Pathom Province i.e. 1) 25 GAP-farmers and 2) 606 non-GAP
farmers. The GAP-farmers were all included in the study, while the sample size of 86
non-GAP farmers was determined using Yamane’s formula with 95 % confidence
level and 10 % error. The sampling technique used was simple random. The tool
used was the questionnaire. The statistics used were frequency, percentage, average,
maximum, minimum, and standard deviation, and the average yield per rai and the
average income per rai of two groups of farmers were compared by t-test.

The results showed that 1) the basic social and economic characteristics of
farmers found that most GAP-farmers were male, mean age 51.56 years, and with
average experience in baby corn production of 12.96 years. For the non-GAP
farmers, most were female, mean age was 51.36 years, and average production
experience was 13.71 years. 2) For sales methods, it was found that GAP-farmers
mostly sold unpeeled baby corn to processing plants, and the average price was 4.47
baht/kg. The non-GAP farmers mostly sold packed peeled produce to merchants with
three categories, i.e. packed size, mixed size, and non grade, for which the prices were
24.70, 20.34, and 5.87 baht/kg, respectively. 3) Production management found that
GAP-farmers and non-GAP farmers had average planting areas of 2.15 and 1.69 rai,
respectively, and most used varieties were Pacific 321 and 271, respectively. The
fertilizer most used of both groups were 46-0-0 and 21-0-0, and the pesticide most
used was herbicides. The GAP-farmers irrigated more frequently than non-GAP
farmers. 4) The average yield per rai and income per rai of GAP-farmers and non-
GAP farmers were not significantly different. 5) Most farmers of both groups did not
experience problems with baby corn production management.

Keywords: Baby Corn Production Management, Kamphaeng Saen District,
Nakhon Pathom Province
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