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ABSTRACT
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The effect of different feeding roughage:concentrate ratio (R:C) diet and muscle type on
carcass and meat quality of mature buffaloes (Bubalus bubalis) was conducted. Male Buffaloes
were fattened in single pen. The experiment was designed as 2x4 factorial arrangement of design
in completely randomized design (CRD). The feed regimens were divided in 2 groups by roughage
(R): concentrate (C) ratio; group 1 (R:C; 50:50) and group 2 (R:C; 30:70). The buffaloes were fed
from 315.9 to 518.5 kilograms of live weight. After slaughtering, meat quality was investigated in
4 muscles (Infraspinatus;, IF, Longissimus dorsi, LD, Semitendinosus; ST W& Semimembranosus; SM).
The ratio of diet did not affect on carcass quality (p>0.05). Meat quality in terms of pH and
conductivity values was not significant. Meat color in terms of lightness value (L*) of group 2
was higher than group 1 (p<0.001) but there were not different in redness (a*) and yellowness
(b*) values. Moisture percentage of group 1 was higher than group 2 (p<0.05). Drip loss
percentages of group 2 was higher than group 1 (p<0.05). However, feed ratio did not affect on
juiciness score of sensory evaluation but thiobarbituric acid reactive substance values (TBARS
values) (aficr 6 days of refrigeration) of group 2 was higher than group 1 (p<0.001). The fatty acid
composition in terms of docasahexaenoic acid (C22:6 n-3; DHA) of group 2 was higher than group
1 but was not significantly different in polyunsaturated fatty acid (PUFA). Furthermore,
cholesterol content of group 2 was higher than group 1 (p<0.05). It was similar to the result of fat
percentage and triglyceride content. The muscle types had affected on meat quality in terms of
color value, LD had the highest of L*, a* and b*values. Chemical composition of LD had the

lowest moistare percentage but highest in fat percentage. SM had the highest of protein

percentage. Fat percentage was similar to fatty acid composition. It was shown that total of
complex polyunsaturated fatty acid (PUFA) and total n-6 PUFA were the highest in LD (p<0.05).
The result was similar to triglyceride content but was opposite on cholesterol content (IF had the
highest cholesterol and LD was the lowest). Total saturated fatty acid was the highest in IF, the
lowest found in LD). Thawing loss percentage of SM was the highest and gave the similar result
in IF, LD and ST. But the muscle types were not significantly different in juiciness score. SM had
higher shear force values than SF, IF and LD respectively. The result of insoluable collagen
shown that IF and ST was the highest (p<0.001) but boiling loss percentages of IF was the highest
but the lowest found in LD and SM.

The result showed that performance traits, carcass and meat quality of group 1 was
superior o group 2. Meat quality in terms of holding capacity, shear force values, collagen content,
cholesterol content and TBARS number of LD higher than those of IF ST and SM.





