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Earth houses have been built in many recent years in Thailand and become popular
nowadays. This thesis has the main direction to explore this kind of architecture- Earth house: an
alternative architecture. The areas of the study include : intellectual history of using earth as construction
design, and community settiement and life style.

The case study of a group of the earth houses is at Baan Srithan, Aumphor Pateaw,
Yasothon Province, Thailand.

The procedure of the thesis is :

1. To review several information of 2arth houses from many regions in Thailand.

2. To collect data of seven earth houses from the case study. The methodology includes :;

measurement, drawing, photograph, observation, and interview.

3. To analyze the data by using boih qualitative and quantitative Techniques.

From the study it is found that earth house architecture has been used as a shelter since
Eerly humar civilization for more than thoundsand ot years. However, it was not popularly built,
disappeared and replaced by new technology of construction. Until approximately a decade ago, when
people around the world faced many probiems of environment, economic and social concerns, earth
house was re-considered as one of dwelling solution. In Thailand, earth house was introduced by
Chinese immigrants at the Rattanakosin Period, and the recent earth houses were revived by the Natural
Conservation Group at Bann Srithan community, Aumphor Pateaw, Yasothorn province, Thailand. The
members of group are peasants who lives with minimal concept : seif-reliance and self- sufficiency. They
also believe in harmony thing with natural environment. Therefore the affordable, comfortable and long
lasting factors of the earth house are the reasons for them to their alternative sustainable architecture.

In conclusion, the study has emphasized on the role of the earth house in community life-
style. Further reading on other interesting issues are suggested, such as potential of earth as

construction material are and adaptation of earth house in any other environments in Thailand.



