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The purposes of this research were to study ways of living of women in urban community; to
consider roles of women both in public and private spheres; and to study their economic and social
impacts resulted from social development process, urbanization and eviction as well as the women's
socin-economic adjustment. -

The study employed anthropological methods via observation, interview, and collecticn of life
histories of the women in Talad Bang Khen Community. Corsiderations were given to the differences
in their age, educational, economic and socia! bac!iground of the respondents.

The research found that the women of Talad Bang Khen Community played important roles in
all aspects of family lives. Their maior responsibilities were for the well-being of family members, and
the housework. They also assumed the roles of breadwinners and participated in social and
communiiy activities, generally taking a supporting role to the men. Such roies for women; as dictated
by social and traditional factors, were clearly reflected in their reaction toward housing eviction. All
groups of women, whether those born and grown up in the community, the outsiders who followed
one's husband into the community or ithe new comers who settled down in Talad Bang Khen
Community, had all played significant roles at the center of the socia! and traditional environments of
this community. Although, the men‘é roles in this community were considered superior to womer:s,
the actual roles of men and women could be supportive and interchangeable, depending or. the
situation.

In addition, the study also pointed out that “slum” was merely an official status designated by
the govemment and may not reflect the real situation in the community. It also found that a sudden
eviction had negative impact on all aspects of lives in the community, particularly on women's jobs as

petty vendors which were considered on appropriate career for the women in this community.



