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This research aims to study patterns of religinous behavior and the economic, social and cultural

factors that influence these behaviors in urban society. It also aims at swudying the needs and
expectations that urban people had for the two Buddhist temples (Wat) of Wat Sanainnok and Wat
Sanamnai, Tambon Wat Chalor, Amphor Bangkruai, Nonthaburi Province.

The study found that the needs and expectations of laymen who visiteG Wat Sananinok and Wat
Sanamnai were different. Wat Sanamnok served as a center for religious activities and formal functicns
for government units while Wat Sanamnai focused on meditation training.  Both temples organized
religious ceremonies on annual Buddhisi holy days. In addition to these functions, Wat Sanamnok also
organized activities on other non-religious holidays. Regarding layman participation, !ocal people were
involver in the preparation of all activities at Wat Sanamnok while Wat staff and committee members
were in charge at Wat Senainnai. It was found that people who attended Wat Sanamnck had a more
informal relationship with one another than those who attended Wat Sanamnai as the former group was
mostly local people while the latter group was outsiders from different communities.

The patterns of reiigious and social behavior of laymen who attended the Wat in this study reflectecd
certain attitudes and ways of life of urban people in Thai society. Urban people were heterogeneous in
terms of lifestyle and occupation. They were also highly individualistic, stressed, time-conscious people
whose lives were full of uncertainties. There were both similarities and differences in the ways the two
Wat performed their roles in human resource development, transmission of traditional beliefs and
practices, providing assistance to needy people, uniting the community, organizing functions for
government officials, and recreation. For urban people, the ideal temple should be clean, quiet, peacefu!,
and non-materialistic. The monks should be exemplary in their conduct, their adherence to Buddhist

teachings, and the application of these teachings to their daily lives



