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This thesis is an analytical study of the socio-cultural history of the Songkhla
Lake basin in the period between 1837 and 1922. It gives an account of the peculiar
social, cultural, economic and political features that combined to give rise to the so-
called "Chum Chon" (Bands of Peasant Robbers) in the area.

It narrates how geography, historical background, social and economic
conditions, and the central government's administrative reform contributed to the rise of
various groups of robbers in the Songkhla Lake basin. There were two categories of
robbers, the ordinary robbers and the tradition-inspired robbers. The latter were
recognized more or less by the local people as folk heroes, although they were
regarded by the authorities as troublesome wrongdoers. The introduction of provincial
reform was viewed as an encroachment on the life of the local people. Government
measures, which were considered unsympathetic and oppressive, compelied
disgruntled people to form “bands of peasant robbers”, refusing to yield to government
authority. This was a social phenomencn, which was widespread in the early phase of

centralization. The “illegal” bands of peasant robbers were suppressed, but their anti-
government activities prompted the government to look into the plights of the local
people and to introduce appropriate measures. This study makes it clear that one needs
to distinguish between those criminal robbers and the tradition-inspired robbers. The
latter's motive was political in nature, and their anti-government activities were given

moral support by the local people.



