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KEY WORD : POT-SHAPED STUPA / FORM AND CONCEPT OF POT-SHAPED STUPA IN DAVARAVATI
ART, INDIAN ART AND SOUTHEAST ASIAN ART
NITAYA KANOKMONGKOL : POT-SHAPED STUPA FOUND AT THE CENTRAL PLAIN OF
THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST.PROF.SAKCHAI SAISINGH ,Ph.D. 105 pp. ISBN 974-464-237-8

The study objective is to analysis art style and concept of pot-shaped stupa in Davaravati
Art, which mostly are small scale stupas and miniature stupas. By comparing with those forms in Indian
Art and art style in Southeast ASIA during the same period of civilization, as well as examining the
evidence of Davaravati art and the concept of stupa in India, the resuit of this study can be concluded as
followings ;

1.Pot-shaped stupa in Davaravati art was influenced by art from Indian civilization. With the
consideration of inscription dating and art style, it could be divided into two main periods, which are [1]
the 1200AD period found Pallava Scripts and [2] the 1300AD to 1400AD period found Post Pallava
Scripts together with integrated art combining Amaravati style, Gupta style, Post Gupta style and Pala
style of indian art with native art.

2.Referring to symbolic meaning of Indian stupa, the dome as a stupa center, was a hub of
the universe, which was Dhatugarpha or relic container. This pot-shaped dome was a symbol of Dhatu
container possible relate to Kalasa or Puranakhata Pot representing a fertility of the universe. On the
ancient Buddhism bible particuiarly in Kriyasamgraha bible, pot-shaped stupa was one form of stupas
called Kalasakriti.

3.The composition of pot-shaped stupa in Davaravati was correlated to main stupa in cave-
type sanctuary in central and western India. However, there was some differences in concept of stupa,
in particular pot-shaped stupa in Davaravati Art was a small scale stupa dedicated to Dhammachaitya
in Buddhism. As usually found on stupa, inscription described the great Buddhism text or dedicate of the
founder. A establishment of miniature stupa on the Buddha image pieces and votive tablet was to
promote a symbolic meaning of Buddhism complied to the concept of pot-shaped stupa in Southeast
ASIAN Art being the same age of civilization as Davaravati Art.

4. Pot-shaped stupa, which was a miniature stupa, on The Buddha image pieces might be
duplicated from real stupa in Davaravati art as its foundation was similar to square stupa basement

which base wall cell was closely like a wall cell of wood building especially pole and beam structure.





