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Recently, under the change of social culture of the Thais, the differences between past
and present have caused the deviation of the roles of Wat from the centre of community to what the
remnant of community centre. This effect can be seen through the decreasing of attention from both
civil and government sectors, especially, temple that is located in the urban or commercial area.
Responding to this problem, the proposal for new activities that serve community’s requirement
might be a possible solution.

As a result, historical conservation and local culture are regarded as the conventionat
solution realized by local municipal as proposal to draw attentions back from local communities. This
might prolong the roles of Wat either as the centre or as the vitalizing space of community.
Nakornthai district in Phitsanulok is a long historical community, well equipped with its long tradition,
local custom and ritual. These factors elaborately help the community to express its identity. In
contrast, under conditions and by unsuitability of local area, some activities that serve for the above
factors has been disregarded. Wat Naphrathat is the focal site in this thesis. Failure of the temple to
meet the local conditions has caused segregation between local activities and the temple.

Support from local community and the quality of being a centre have then been
declined. The proposal for new space uses in Wat Naphrathat proposed by this thesis will focus on
how to provide space that serves for traditional activity. Finding the revitalizing procedure for the
temple to be a sustaining community space is the objective of the thesis. Arrangement of space in
the temple and requirement of space uses from the local community that meet the traditional criteria
of designing refigious architecture is, proposed by this thesis to be an alternative for practical

solution.





