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This research is the study in the development of contemporary Thai house since 1982 -
present. The main objective of this research is to investigate the application of the traditional
characteristics into the contemporary houses. Also the study should give an overall understanding of
the development as a larger picture, which connects to the period earlier. The development will reveal
the origin, the process and the factors that affect the changes and the transformation into today’s
pattern. Besides, another essence of the study is the contemporary Thai characteristic itself, which is
studied through the representation of 10 selected case studies. Then drawing together these form and
content into a model of contemporary Thai House Theory as a guideline.

The research is basically a descriptive and historic approach. The methodology is mainly
gathering the information from papers, articles, also interview with the architects and the house owners.
Then with a qualitative method, the collected data is analyzed related to the architectural principles.

The study revealed a non-linear and no time related development, which is rather a process
of one’s own adventure. But if looking back to the earlier period, there seem to be a gradual continuity
in the development. Thus when referring to a larger picture of the development, it shows the adaptation
of the influence from outside into the Thai lifestyle and context, resulting in 3 processes in the
development: - 1) process of direct derivation from the original, 2) process of the modification and 3)
process of the new transformation.

In conclusion, contemporary Thai House is a dialogue of the contemporary lifestyle and
culture. Despites its minority, its result reflects the clear intention in creating a new spirit of Thai

architecture, which should move on forward.



