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The aim of this research is to study the images of women in Southeast Asia as
reflected from both indigenous and Western historical writing. The main analysis
concentrates on the comparison between the images of women transpired from
indigenous as opposed to western documents, and between image of Burmese and
Malay Women.

The study reveals the fact that indigenous historical writings of both Burma and
Malaysia often portrait Women as supernatural being such as giant and Naga . Such
image was given intentionally as indigenous rulers or scribes who upheld a new
universal religion wanted to belittle traditional belief system which gave women a
prominent role in society. Moreover a contrast was made between women as
supernatural being and women who devoted themselves to a new religion, the latter
were portraited as good and earned more respect. Within a political context, both
Burmese and Malay women were portraited as having significant rules both as rulers
and as power behind the throne. Another common rule of women was in the area of
interstate relationship, particutarly by marriage.

In western historical writings, Burmese women were seen as independent
individual who freely traveled or trade and attained equal right with men in many
respects. On the contrary, Malay women in western writings came across as interior to
men from birth, after marriage and within household where women must consult their

husbands on domestic affairs.





