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High rate of chemical fertilizers have been used by the farmers for vegetable soybean
cultivation without consideration of the amount of plant nutrients in the soils. This research was
therefore conducted in order to study the way to reduce chemical fertilizer usage by using soil
analysis data for estimation of P and K fertilizer application and increasing of N2 fixation
efficiency by seed inoculation with root nodule bacterial inoculant and deep placement of N
fertilizer. The field experiment was conducted to evaluate the effects of bradyrhizobia , deep
placement of N fertilizer and fertilizer management on growth, yield and N, fixation of vegetable
soybean. Vegetable soybean variety no.75 was grown in the long term soybean cultivated field
using split plot experimental design with 4 replications. There were two main plot treatments,
with and without bradyrhizobial inoculation. Four fertilizer managements were assigned as sub
plot treatments as follows: Tr.l) control treatment using recommended rate of fertilizer
application of Lanna Agrochemical Industrial Limited company (FR) with 34.71 kg N, P14 kg
P,0;. and K 18 kg K,O per rai and using common method of fertilizer application, Tr.2) the same
rate of fertilizers as used in Tr.1 but N fertilizer being applied by deep placement at 20 cm. depth
(FRD), Tr3) common method of fertilizer application at the rate according to soil analysis data

and crop requirement of N, P and K (FS), Tr.4) the same rate of fertilizer as used in Tr.3 but N
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fertilizer being applied by deep placement at 20 cm. depth (FSD). N,-fixation was estimated by
ureide-technique. The experimental result indicated that the use of root nodule bacterial
inoculation increased significantly nodule dry weight, percentage of fixed N at R3.5 stage.
“Fertilizer management affected also on nodule dry weight and percentage of fixed N (P<0.05).
There was no significant different between FRD and FSD rates and both rates improved nodule
dry weight and percentage of fixed N compared to FR rate. The use of FS rate resulted in
increasing of nodule dry weight and percentage of fixed N compared to that of FR rate but IS rate
provided lower percentage of fixed N than FRD and FSD (P<0.05). Regarding to the total N
accumulated in the above ground part of soybean plants, it was’found that the FS and FSD rate
did not differ statistically from FR rate while FRD rate provided lower amount of N accumulated
in the above ground part than FR (P<0.05). At harvest, fertilizer management, root nodule
bacterial inoculation and interaction effect between fertilizer management and bacterial
inoculation did not Have significant effects on fresh weight yields of total harvested vegetable
soybean pods and standard pods. Nevertheless, fertilizer management had significant effect on
number of standard pods per kg. when FR rate was used, there were 296 pods per kg while the
use of FS rate resulted in significant increasing of number of pods per kg (326 pods). Deep
placement of N fertilizer at either FR or FS rate gave no significant result from common
placement. Regarding to the effects on N, P and K concentration in the first fully expanded leaves
at R6 stage and N, P and K uptake of pod yield and shoot at harvest it was found that all fertilizer
managements did not differ significantly from each other. Vegetable soybean leaves from each
fertilizer treatment contained sufficient level of N, P, and K for normal growth. The amount of N
removal in pod yield and shoot of vegetable soybean plants from FR, FS and FSD fertilizer
treatments were about 1.2, 9.1 and 7.7 kg N/rai higher than N obtained from fertilizer and fixation
respectively. In FRD treatment, N removal by soybean plant was 3.9 kg/rai less than N obtained
from N fertilizer and fixation. Crop removal of P and K from all fertilizer treatments were less
than those obtained form fertilizer and available forms in the soil. The positive P and K balances
about 19-25 kg P/rai and 54-69 kg K/rai were observed. By the use of FS rate, the cost of

fertilizer input could be reduce about 68% compared to that of FR rate





