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The main objective of this research was to study the usefulness of having the
Bhikkhuni Sangha in Thai society. The study also aimed at analyzing the role and the
benefits of having the Bhikkhuni Sangha at the time of the Buddha as the archetypes as
well as analyzing the advantages of the Bhikkhuni Sangha from the historical perspective in
order to realize the potential benefits of revival of the Bhikkhuni lineage in the Theravada
tradition so as to estimate its relevance to present day society as is reflected in the canonical
texts. The result of this study was the Bhikkhuni played an important role and brought
many great benefits to society such as the educational, social-solving problems, reduction
in venereal diseases, poverty eradication, increésing the literacy rate etc.

Unfortunately, as the time passed by the Bhikkhuni Sangha got lost in the course
of history. Buddhism and society could no longer be enriched by the benefits. The
researcher pointed out that if the Buddhist society, especially Thai society wished to revive
Theravada Bhikkhuni lineage, then Thai society could once again benefit highly. The
findings of the research showed that if Bhikkhuni Sangha was as one component of the
Buddha's followers, then the Thai society could reap many benefits viz. solution of many
social problems, reduction in venereal diseases, poverty eradication, increase of literacy rate
and proper education among the common mass, etc. All these benefits once had a
wholesome effect on society at large.

In addition, similar problems that were once solved at the Buddha's time by the
presence of the Bhikkuni Sangha could be solved in today’s problem ridden society. The
revival of the Bhikkhuni Sangha would be most useful in solving drug-related problems,
prostitution and other economic issues. However, if we were to take another view and
scrutinize the drawback of the Bhikkhuni Sangha, then we would be able to notice that one
of the inevitable consequences of the Bhikkhuni Sangha was that it gave gixev r'isg to
infidelity in sexual relation between male and female monks. Since the co-existence of the
Bhikkhu and the Bhikkhuni Sangha would demand that at some point in time both the
Sanghas work at close proximity, it might lead to laxity in the male and female monks’
sexual behavior, contaminating their holy and celibate lives. Hence the revival of the
Bhikkhuni Sangha in Thai society would be difficult and controversial although there were
several attempts to revive the ancient tradition from time to time. Based on the results of
this study, we could not deny that reviving the Bhikkhuni Sangha would have some
negative effects on society affecting common peoples’ faith on the Sangha. In spite .of this,
the researcher believes that people from every quarters of life should work in unison to
revive the Bhikkhuni lineage in Thai society if our society is to achieve the highest level of

social welfare and benefits.





