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STUDYING THAI ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS AND ART STYLES : A CASE STUDY ON THE 14™-1g"
CENTURIES STUCCO DECORATIONS OF ANCIENT MONUMENTS IN THAILAND. THESIS ADVISORS : PROF.
PHASOOK INDRAWOOTH, Ph.D., AND NATTHAPATRA CHANDAVIJ. 382 pp. ISBN 974-464-183-5.

This study examines the possibility that designs on Chinese and Vietnamese ceramics from
the 14th-16th centuries might have influenced decoration of ancient monuments in Thailand. Decorative
designs could help determine if the stucco remains seen today are from the same date as the

architecture they ornament or from a later time. The evolution of ornamental stucco can be divided into

four phases.

Phase I. This phase includes monuments from the three geographical areas of Lan Na,
Sukhothai, and Ayutthaya. In Lanna it covers from the reign of King Mengrai (late 13" century) to the
early part King Sam Fangkan (early 15" century). At Sukhothai it covers the reigns of King Indradit and
King Sai Luethai (mid 13" to early 15" centuries). For Ayutthaya, it ranges from the reign King U Thong
to the reign of King Nakkharintarathirat (mid-14th to early 15th centuries). The main influences are from

past kingdoms.

Phase Il. This phase from about the mid-15" to early 16" centuries includes the same three
geographical areas. For the Ayutthaya kingdom, it covers the }eigns of King Chao Sam Phraya to King
Ramathibodi Il. At Sukhothai it covers the reign of King Borompan. In the Lanna Kingdom it runs from
the later part of King Sam Fangkan's reign to the reign of King Kaew . External influences make an
appearance. Decorative motifs in stucco are seen on both Chinese and Vietnamese blue and white
wares.

Phase Ill. This phase extends from about the mid-16" century to the early 17" century. [t
includes the reigns of King Nau Buddhathangkul to King Athittayawong in the Ayutthaya kingdom; and
the reigns of King Ket Klao and King Mekut of the Lanna kingdom. In this phase there is internal

evolution toward central Thai Ayutthaya art, without discernible borrowing from external sources.

Phase IV. During the mid 17"-mid 18" centuries, from the reign of King Prasart Thong to the
reign of King Akathotsarot of the Ayutthaya kingdom, stucco decoration shows further evolution into

unique Thai forms.





