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PEERAPAT SUMRAN : CONCEPT AND SYMBOLISM IN THE ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
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ASSOC. PROF. SANER NILDEJ. 288 pp. ISBN 974 - 464 — 167 - 3

King Mongkut had deep faith in Mahathat Catiya which was discovered at Nakhon Pathom. He belived
that it was the most ancient and the biggest chedi in Siam. Becauase of this sigification above, The ancient chedi was
under reconstruction in the reign of King Mongkut and given the name “Phra Pathom Chedi” which is meant the first
buddhist stupa in Siam. He emphasized to describe the close relation between historical evidences and buddhist
knowledge towards belief in Phra Pathom Chedi. This concept was assumed to be the effective way to describe
ancient history of Phra Pathom Chedi. Consequenthy, this historic description could create later an influent power of
thought in a wide extension. Moreover, The belief of King Mongkut towards Phra Pathom Chedi could give an
inspiration in symbolic architetural design and a symbolic meaning as the following:

First, The concept of reversal to Buddhacetiya which agrees with the meaning of “Phra Pathom Chedi” ,
the belief in Buddha relic had an historic evidence in propagation of Buddhism according to Mahavong Sri Lanka was
be connected with the concept of design. It was designed for meaning of Pathamacetiya - the first monument of the
Buddha. This concept can be explained by the belief and faith in Dhatucetiya Paribhogacetiya Dhammacetiya and
Uddesikacetiya. It was conformable to designed process and architectural elements of Phra Pathom Chedi.

Second, The concept in architectural symbolism of Phra Pathom Chedi by using Dhammacakra. The
discovery of inscription — ye dhamma, which is the most important doctrine of Buddhism at Phra Pathom chedi could
be assumed to be the important historical evidence. Because of this iﬁscﬁption, King Mongkut was influenced in
analyzing the connection between buddhist knowledge and designed process.

From the King Mongkﬁt,s concept to architectural designed process for meaning with Dhammacakra
symbol, it was shown that Phra Pathom Chedi had evidently a concrete meaning. So, Phra Pathom Chedi was meant
to be Mahathatcetiya when Buddhism was first establishment of Buddhism in Suwannapumi. It could be concluded

that “the dasign concept and symbolism of Phra Pathom Chedi” had a great accomplishment.





