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The project entitled, “Potential and Management of Historical Site and Cultural Tourism Attraction
in Tambon Ban Ruean, Pa Sang Distric, Lumphun Province”, is designed to support people’s parﬁcipation in
tourism management through community learning process, and aimed to generate income and self- reliance
of the people. In carrying out this research the researcher asked for cooperation from those who are
endowed with potentials and who are interested in this matter inside community more than twenty persons in
order to set up the Tambon Ban Ruean tourism committee and have them participated in the project activities, such
as brain storming meeting and study tour of two sites, that is, ecological tourism in Ban Tha Pa Pao, Mae
Tha District, Lamphun Province and archeological tourism in Wiang Kum Kam, Saraphi District, Chiang
Mai Province. This resulted in the Ban Ruean tourism committee learning the successful tourism
management by community, capable of analyzing its strength, weakness, obstacle and opportunity in tourism
management by community. As far as the data analysis is concerned, it is found that the community still
lacks the awareness of significance in collective community development. Eventually, the workshop
seminar was held so as to provide the community personnel with the knowledge on integrated tourism
delivered by external experts, including the practice of the sightseeing route arrangement, guidebook
production, local guide and young guide training, and tourism activity and souvenir determination by the

tourists both inside and outside the community. The action objective is to use the results of assessment for

developing the community tourism management.

Based on analysis and synthesis of the tourist-attraction sites by means of assessing the tourism sites
through their attractiveness, accessibility and amenity, two historical and archeological sites dating back to
the Haripunchai-Lan Na periods have been convinced. They are the Wat Ban Lao Phra Chao Takhiao and
the Wat Koh Klang Archeological Sites group and its surrounding areas, including the four cultural tourism
sites, namely, Ban Lao farming plot, Ban Lao cotton handloom weaving, Ban Mon Boh Kao Khanom Chiin

producing place, and Ban Nong Doo Khao Khuab producing place. These sites have potentials to be
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developed as a good tourism site. Additionally, the research results are utilized as a suggestive guideline for

the community and agency concerned in upgrading each tourism site.

In sum, the research results showed that the community participation in carrying out the research
work led them to understand it as one of the sustainable local developments, and to perceive the potential,
readiness and role of leadership including the community personnel. Besides, the community found fhat the
way to sustainable development consists of creation of local historical knowledge and resuscitation of folk
culture by the groups of women, youths, informative elders, and community entrepreneur. These people
have to join hands in searching for historical facts, community oral traditions, resuscitating and perpetuating
the culture of cooking and cultural performance of the Mon and Yong ethnic group in order to attract more
tourists to visit. The tourism development by the Ban Ruean tourism committee divided the operation into
different sections, such as welcoming and registration, ordinary guide and young ’guide, food, and public
relations to try out the implementation of the project/tourism activities, which is assessed by the tourists from
outside. Results of the assessment are rated at good level. But the project operation to enable the
community to carry on this kind of work depends on creating cooperation between community and agency
and organization concerned, including both government and private sectors, such as inviting the expert to
give lecture, study tour organizing, asking for information and advice, inviting entrepreneurs and personnel
from the agency concerned to visit the site, requesting both government and private sectors to publicize the

activities and tourism sites in Tambon Ban Ruean in order to create together the tourism networks.

Problems and obstacles: during the period of research operation there was a crisis in economic
recession. The people had no political confidence at the local, national and global levels. Asa consequence,
90 percent of people in the community engaged in agriculture and waging labor were unable to continuously
develop tourism business. Additionally, it was impossible to estimate the number of tourists and, at the same
time, the number of tourists tended to decrease, for which the community was not confident in the

development by using the tourism scheme as incentive.

Suggestions: in order to develop the tourism management through community participation, the
government agency, local administration organization and the community tourism leader should corporate
with each other in network pattern in order to determine policy and implement it to develop community
tourism together, support the role and operation of the community in tourism resource management and

publicize continuously the information on tourism and on tourism management by the government.





