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The purpose of this research is to study the historical development of
Java from early times to the mid-fifteen century A.D. It discusses theories postulated
for state formation, the political, economic and cultural development of Java. One of the
issues discussed in this work was the Javanese notion of monarchy both before and
after the advent of Indian cultural influences. It describes how the Javanese monarchy
as an institution became the center of political manoeuvering as well as sacred
ceremonies.

The study reveals that the development of successive ancient
Javanese empires was determined by the following important factors : geographical
conditions, technological achievements, population diversity and extraneous influences.
As elsewhere in South East Asia, Indianization played a critical role in the cultural
and political developments of ancient Java. Indian political notions contributed to
the transformation of Java's tribal community into a highly organised state. The
Javanese were indebted to ancient Indian culture in so far as their political
concepts, religious syncreticism, concept of kingship, literature and architecture were
concerned. However, in the final analysis, it is shown that ancient Indian culture was
localized into a peculiar Southeast Asian form, because its main characteristics were
modified in such a way as to comform with the essence of indigenous beliefs and

traditions.
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