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The purpose of this thesis is to analyze the terms for women in the 20 literary works of the
Ayutthaya period in relation to their meaning and formation. The study also aims at the analysis of the
Ayutthaya poets’ values on women as shown through these terms.

The result of the study is as follows: there are 197 terms for women found which can be
divided into two groups i.e. 11 terms with denotative meaning and 186 terms with connotation.

The terms with connotative meaning can be divided into 6 sub-groups: for beautiful
women; precious women; young women; women who have the freshness of flower; beloved; and
honorable. The number of the terms denoting beautiful women is the highest — 86 altogether.

There are 4 methods of the formation of these terms: the use of isolating words;
compound words; synonymous compounds; and Pali, Sanskrit samasa compounds. The use of
compound words is the most frequent — 103 terms are found. The Ayutthaya poets formed these
terms by using both Thai and foreign words, such as those borrowed from Pali, Sanskrit, and
Cambodian in forming these terms.

The Ayutthaya poets’ values on women as shown in these terms are: firstly women must
consist of beauty meaning they must be beautiful, young, and as pleasantly fresh as flowers;
secondly women must be endowed with good characteristics i.e. they must be able to be compared
with jewel, gold, magically precious, and auspicious things, as well as with merit. Besides, they must
be very charming and delightful.

The terms for women found in the literary works of the Ayutthaya period can clearly show

the ability in word selection and the values on women of the Ayutthaya poets.
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