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The study aims at analyzing the images of Thai kings in thirteen literary works of
the Ayutthaya period. Four types of literary works were studied : king panegyric , rituals and
traditions, didactic, and tales. The study emphasizes the comparison between the images of
kings in these types of literature and the images of kings in the Ayutthaya literature to those
in Bhrahman and Buddhist texts.

There are seven aspects found in the kings of Ayutthaya literature : noble born in
prestigious families, having meritorious virtues , good looking with good characteristics, wise,
wealthy, powerful , and full of fame and honour. Furthermore, there are two important duties of
the kings : being the lord and being the warrior.

The images and the duties of the kings vary in different types of Ayutthaya
literature. The panegyric shows the most images of kings because it aims at praising them.
Tales too present many images of kings, except being born in noble families. Literature about
rituals and traditions also shows many images of kings, nearly the same as the panegyric,
especially about being born in noble families and being a good lord. Didactic literature
shows the least images of kings because it emphasizes how kings should behave more than
praising them.

In addition, the images of the kings in Ayutthaya literature are similar to those
appearing in Bhrahman and Buddhist texts. They are both powerful, like Bhrahman kings, and

perform meritorious deeds according to Buddhist tradition .

Department of Thai Graduate School, Silpakorn University Academic Year 2004
-, ~
Student'’s signature ........ ... T,
™M O~

Thesis Advisor's signature .......... T



