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The purpose of this Master's Report is to study and explain the western accounts on
Burma in the period from 15" to 16" century. It was an early period by which some westerners have
started to write substantial accounts concerning Burma. This study also presents Burmese historical
information derived from the texts of nine accounts which could be limitedly acquired by the author at
present. They are composed of the itineraries of three Italian merchant travellers in the 15" century -
Nicolo di Conti, Hieronimo de Santo Stephano, and Ludovico di Varthema - the writings of three
Portugueses in the beginning of the 16" century - Tome Pires, Duarte Barbosa, and Ferdinand
Mendes Pinto - and lastly compared the accounts of four westerners traveling to Burma at the end of
the same period - Caesar Fredericke, Gasparo Balbi, and Ralph Fitch.

The finding reveals that the information of Burma reported in western accounts during the
15" century to the first half of 16" century is not the direct intentions of the reporters. These accounts;
however, are the resulis from their particular interest in trade routc located around the Bay of Bengal
and alsc the port city of Malacca. They even then, are generaily regarded as the most important
historical sources written by the westerners, without which the Burmese historiography during this
period could be less valuable by the limitation of the indigeneous records. Some westerners at that
time did not write their accounts by themselves such as Nicolo de Conti, where as some Portuguese
such as Tome Pires wrote about Burma despite he has never visite? the kingdom before. In the
second half of the 18" century, then, western accounts come from the direct experiences and
observations of the ltalian and English merchant travellers who wvisit Burma for trade and had
witnessed the cultures of these people.

In general, western accounts during the 15" and 16" <entury mostly cited the cities around
lower Burma because they were port cities. Even westerners, they, mostly reported the story of Pegu
as the political and trading center of that area. In addiiun, the historical data related to Arakan,

Tenasserim, and Ava, the hinterland, are also mentioned sometimes.



