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Abstract

Local Wisdom in Cultural Ecology of Thai Sustainable Living
172921

This research “Local Wisdom in Cultural Ecology of Thai Sustainable Living” aimed to study
the local wisdom in the diverse cultural ecology and to compare that of different locations
selected for case studies. The study areas are alluvial plains along three regional main rivers,
consisting of. amphur Bangplama, Suphanburi province and amphur Banglane, Nakhon
Pathom province in the Thajean river basin; amphur Ban Pong, Ratchaburi province in the
Mae Kiong river basin; and amphur Banlaem, Phetchaburi province in the Phetchaburi river

basin.

The research has revealed that in the western region, which encompasses a diversity of
landforms, Thai people have built up their local wisdom of living in harmony with their
ecosystem. Some wisdom are directly utilizing natural resources, which can be replaced
naturally or cultivating crops and raising livestock and transforming raw materials into more
valuable products. Another are adapting themselves by means of the local wisdom to suit the
ecosystem and integrating local technology with new one in order to obtain a balance and
sufficient living. The mentioned wisdom is clearly reflected in living culture, namely, houses
and other vernacular architecture, major and minor occupations, tools and utensils used in
daily life. Lastly, all local wisdom related to culturai ecology has been changed with time and
the development of a social-economic system. These changes generate both advantages
and disadvantages. We predict that certain local wisdom-will be inevitably replaced by new
technology. However, the local wisdom related to houses and cultural ecology could be
analyzed and adapted to be the basis of the contemporary architecture design in order to

create sustainable architecture.



